- with PTSD and a “Holé in his skull” from
a roadsrde bomb When Linda casually
: ﬂlrts w1th hlm an’ unnerwng fire ignites
“inside: Brian.: Uncomfortable in the civi-
lized world, Brian weaves a hair suit from
_ animal: furs and shnks around, stalking
Linda like' & predator ‘hunting its prey.
' These are. the book's strangest sections,

Paul, on one ﬁnal

.. thrs these two are stﬂl deeply in Iove She- _ : g
“This ittle guy coule

'_ﬁnds arare: blue colored green tree frog, -
: 'promptmg Pyle to exc}alm “She: always
- spots the best stuff.” It's too’ bad. Thea
could not: have accompamed Pyle for the

Ideas, art, and the.
future of nature.

- entire year
 The book ] ig: long and includes an ap-
pendlx but not an mdex, _Wthh would be
'heipfui to readers usmg it as: a resou:rce -
o Perqr’s rendenng of: then: psycholog1cal
.- dance is masterfid, n :
-~ Percy. smtches wewpomts often, glv-

.chapters. He 'bookmarks the story w1th a
prologue and an epﬂogue,

.ghmpse of what we'vi lost or better of Stll, Percy’s: main concern ism't domes-
- tic; it's elemental the stuff of men versus

: mountams

. how far we've cortie in recovering our wild s
: places. For now, read this book not to pen-. :
~etrate deeply, but to skip lightly from place - 'in
to place down North- America’s hrghways ;

and: backwoods roads in search of those i ;
' beautl.ful fiiers. You’]l arrive. You' H look to: :
: see. You' Il see and be off agam, the ¢ T

o :._—Don Waters

 2_'_In the Emplre
lof Ice -

" 'the most precanous and thrilling, because.

|- ing: ‘i characters their - ‘oW ep1sod1c';

.undlmg loose -
ties into a neat httle bow; but sklppmg the'_ .
B messy busmess of repamng a mamage ]

Tierra Del Fuego _tb the top of the Spltsb é_I‘.:.". :
gen archipelago, and back to her oneu'roo_r_n o

cabin in Wyoming.

In the Empire of Ice takes her on a year—. |

long circumpolar trek, funded by the Na-
tional Geographic Expeditions: Council:

Her narratzve, a mix of scientific fact in:
formal d1ary, interview, Iyrical descnptzon_
- of . place,” and anget-and-despair-tinged

qumsmon begins in the village of Wales
along the Bering Strait in Alaska: “You're
'_here about gIobal Warmmg?” says matter—-

“offact snowmobﬂe driver ‘Ronnie  tipon’ - :
_ droppmg Erhhch and her gulde, }oe offat

: their: temporary iodgmgs. “We've got it:™."

ries' of melting ice, soggy permafrost,
weird weather, dragonflies and mosqui-
toes where there once were none. They
talk about hotter surnmers, eroding coast-
line, and less access to polar bear, walrus,
whale, seal, and. other animals that have

'_traditionali'y prot/ide'd Arctic peoples with =

everything: they. needed to sumve——food

:clothmg, shelter; tools; and transportation. =

__'Along with’ those stories are tales of

:Ice Encounters ina Chung—
ing Landscape,-_ is about two
- thir.lg"s:'_ genocide-—abtise of
. the indigenous peoples of the
_Arctlc, and temade—abuse

T yw ! Press 2010 $23 '72 pages

BE'_JAMEN PERCY S menacmg'_debut
ovel. entral Oregon becomes a
i ground formentestedtotheuhnnts Schem
he mg busmessmen in Bend Ol
i egon have. earmarked nearby
ed’S. Echo Canyon in the Ochocos i’
ongomg battle w1th cancer Thrs-iatter  Mountains: for development
_ plannmg to raise vacauonland.f‘

woof the planet for -progress
“and profit: Climate change is
'meItmg the world ot from |
‘under thé - 1ce adapted peopIe who' have
Tived. wrth gemus ‘and elegance at the top
of the world for tert thousand years ‘with-
out overdepfetmg a smgle resource.

'This isw't Ehrlich’s first encounter with
ice. This Cold Heaven chronicles seven sea-
sons 'epent with subsistence hunters in
Greenland, and The Future of Ie charts a
six-month journey following winter from

“story ¢ deserves more attentlon and rmght. :
©: 1 Have' helped drive the. narrative, but Pyle_._“ from’ pnstme wﬂdemess But'. g
g ﬁ:.'chooses tor lift the veil only a I1tt1e Thea - before the pavmg and dearcut :
is. one of the ‘mior _' compe]llng people- . ting begms Iushn Caves: and-
th book and when she Ioms Pyle 111': : 1’115 curious, “[d}ehcate so

INTHE

EMPIRE
of ICE

ENCOUNTERS ing
CHANGING LANDSCAPE

G RETEL EHRLICH

stk on Ther Cold Heaverr

' mltu.ral fallout from a way.
of _}jfe':changi:ng'- so fas_t,' said

poor nulrition, erosion of

change that Ehrlich records.

From the Bermg Strait, Ehrhch trav~
els to Siberia, where she roams the t:m i,
dra with Komi reindeer herders, then on'c

to Nunavut in Arctic Canada; and: ﬁnally'
to Greenland, where she revisits ‘her old
friends from previous journeys. The'sto :
is the same ali across. the Arctlc The Em
pire of Ice is meltmg

. "Ronmnie and others, frorn hunters to o
political activists and shamans, tell sto-

one’ Greenlander ‘weare! in
a panic.” Poverty poiiutron :
rising * crime, depression,

indigenous concepts - of -

space, time, communlty
and human connection o -
the.  animal/spirit world, -
‘are just some. of the sec-:
ondary’ impacts of chmate i

BIRD WATCHIN/
Architectural Press, 2

for birdwatchers al
new book of photog
actually include an'y__:
birds anyway. ln seal
“natural” experienc_e
placed fake birds in r
Her photographs, ﬁo
lead us to ask oursel
are looking for in nat
far we are willing to
ideal experience of it
interaction between;

and art, and the rest__r

fascinating.




